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• Welcome to the Epidemiology program

• The UN790 doctoral programs

• Admission 

• Overview curriculum

• Compulsory courses 

• Epidemiology specific courses 

• Basic Lecture

• Practical Seminar

• Journal Club 

• Thesis Seminars

• Thesis proposal

• Thesis submission

• Thesis defense 

• Miscellaneous
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Program Coordination
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Program coordinator 

Univ.-Prof.in Mag.aDr.in Eva Schernhammer, DrPH

Program administrator

Gudrun Stock-Baumgarnter, MBA

Contact: phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at

https://public-health.meduniwien.ac.at/unsere-abteilungen/abteilung-fuer-epidemiologie/studium-aus-
weiterbildung/studium-lehre/dr-scient/

mailto:phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at
https://public-health.meduniwien.ac.at/unsere-abteilungen/abteilung-fuer-epidemiologie/studium-aus-weiterbildung/studium-lehre/dr-scient/


Welcome to the epidemiology program
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• Population-based research in health promotion and disease prevention 

• Understanding origins and determinants of health and disease across 

populations 

• Communicable and non-communicable diseases 

• Chronic and infectious disease epidemiology 

• Epidemiological methods (Causal inference)

• Computationally intensive methods 



Lecturers at the Department of Epidemiology

Center for Public Health
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The UN790 doctoral program

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Source (accessed September 2023)

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-
202/rules/



UN 790 Main characteristics (from the curriculum)
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Source (accessed September 2023)
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/rules/



UN 790 Main characteristics (from the curriculum)
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Source (accessed September 2023) 
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/rules/



Successful completion 
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Based on 

• Passing all relevant courses 

• Submitted and approved thesis

• Thesis defense 

• Conferred degree: Doctor scientiae medicae (Dr.scient.med.)



Admission 

Center for Public Health
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UN 790 Admission requirements 

Center for Public Health
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Qualifications Completed diploma program in human medicine, dentistry or 
natural science/technical subject

Supervision Dissertation topic within the framework of a research project;
Supervision commitment by a supervisor with the relevant 
qualifications 

Funding and 
Employment

Relevant funding or employment dedicated to the doctoral 
project  (research grant, fellowship, employment at the 
MUW/AKH) 

Admission documents See admission check list (next pages)

Once you have identified a thesis topic together with a funding source and a committed 
supervisor, get in touch with the program director at 
phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at

mailto:phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at


UN790 Admission checklist including link to admission 
platforms 

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Link to admission checklist (only 

available in German) 

• https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/filea

dmin/content/serviceeinrichtungen/studi

enabteilung/studium/PhD/FormulareOkto

ber2019/UN790/CheckListe_Zulassung_U

N790.pdf

Link to admission platforms 

• https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studi

um-weiterbildung/phd-und-

doktoratsstudien/doktoratsstudium-der-

angewandten-medizinischen-

wissenschaft-un790/

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/en/studies-further-education/phd-doctoral-programmes/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un790/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/en/studies-further-education/phd-doctoral-programmes/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un790/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/en/studies-further-education/phd-doctoral-programmes/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un790/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studium-weiterbildung/phd-und-doktoratsstudien/doktoratsstudium-der-angewandten-medizinischen-wissenschaft-un790/


UN790 Admission documents

• Concept of the doctoral thesis

• Approval document of the project of the 
supervisor

• Application form for admission

• Eligibility certification (if required)

• Employment contract (min 20h per week) 
demonstrating dedicated resources to 
conduct the research project 

• Copy of your passport

• Residency permit or similar (if applicable 
and required)

• Color photo (passport size)

• CV

• High school leaving certificate

• Certificates of completed studies

• Proof of English language skills

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/fileadmin/content/serviceeinrichtungen/studienabteilung/studium/PhD/Dokumente_updated_2021/UN790_Concept_ThesisProject.pdf


UN 790 Concept of a doctoral thesis project 

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Link to thesis concept form 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/fileadm

in/content/serviceeinrichtungen/studienabte

ilung/studium/PhD/Dokumente_updated_20

21/UN790_Concept_ThesisProject.pdf

• Funding approval documents must be 

attached to the form 

• In case there is a junior and senior 

supervisor, only the junior supervisor’s 

signature is required for this form

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/fileadmin/content/serviceeinrichtungen/studienabteilung/studium/PhD/Dokumente_updated_2021/UN790_Concept_ThesisProject.pdf


UN790 Application form for admission 

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/fileadmin/content/serviceeinrichtungen/studienabt
eilung/studium/PhD/FormulareOktober2019/UN790_Application_Admission.pdf



(UN790) Admission period 

Center for Public Health
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Program structure

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 

18



Flow chart N790 general 
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https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-
applied-medical-science-un-790-202/flow-chart-at-a-glance/

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 



Type of courses 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-program-of-applied-medical-science-
un-790-202/rules/
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https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-program-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/rules/


Compulsory courses 
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https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-program-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-
202/rules/

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/rules/


Compulsory elective subjects 
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https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-program-of-applied-medical-science-
un-790-202/rules/

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/rules/


UN790 (compared to UN094)
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UN790 (compared to UN094)
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UN790 (compared to UN094)

Center for Public Health
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Preparatory courses (Propedeutics) 

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Compulsory selection:

• Ethics and Good Scientific Practice  (1 SWS)

• Project Management and Intellectual Property Rights  (1 SWS)

Additionally (compulsory) 

4 SWS (4 ETCS)  propedeutics

• Selection to be discussed with the supervisor 

• Needs to be indicated on the thesis registration form

• To be considered: 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-
202/flow-chart-at-a-glance/



Propedeutics
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https://campus.meduniwien.ac.at



Propedeutics

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 

28



Compulsory (elective) courses –
offered at the Department of 
Epidemiology

Center for Public Health
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Epidemiology specific courses 

Center for Public Health
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Epidemiology specific courses 

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Basic Lecture 1

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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• Basic Lecture 1 (and 2 in the next semester) are compulsory for everyone in the 

epidemiology program 

• Course dates

• Wed, October 11 (15:00 – 20:00)

• Wed, October 18 (15:00 – 20:00)

• Wed, November 8 (15:00 – 20:00)

• Wed, November 29 (15:00 – 20:00)

• Wed, December 13 (15:00 – 20:00)

• Supported on MedCampus and Moodle



Basic Lecture 1 – Schedule and topics

Center for Public Health
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Basic Lecture 1 – Schedule and topics

Center for Public Health
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Practical Seminars 

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 

35

• Compulsory elective courses

• Requirements: total of 4 semester hours (=2 practical seminar courses with 2 

semester hours each)

• Currently offered: PS Epidemiological Methods

• Course dates:

• Tue, October 3 (16:00 – 20:00)

• Tue, October 11 (16:00 – 20:00)

• Tue, October 17 (16:00 – 20:00)

• Tue, October 24 (16:00 – 20:00)

• Tue, October 31 (16:00 – 20:00)

• Tue, November 7 (16:00 – 20:00) 



PS Epidemiological Methods - Syllabus

Center for Public Health
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PS Epidemiological Methods - Syllabus

Center for Public Health
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PS Epidemiological Methods - Syllabus

Center for Public Health
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Journal Clubs

Center for Public Health
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• Compulsory elective courses

• Requirements: total of 12 semester hours (= 6 Journal Clubs with 2 semester hours 

each)

• Assessment: Minimum attendance rate and active participation 

• Currently offered: JC Epidemiology

• Course dates: 

• Thu, October 12 (16:00 – 19:00) 

• Thu, November 9 (16:00 – 19:00) 

• Thu, November 23 (16:00 – 19:00) 

• Thu, December 7 (16:00 – 19:00) 

• Thu, January 11 (16:00 – 19:00) 

• Thu, January 18 (16:00 – 19:00) 



Thesis seminars 

Center for Public Health
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• Compulsory elective courses

• Requirements: total of 12 semester hours (= 6 Journal Clubs with 2 semester hours 

each)

• Assessment: Minimum attendance rate and active participation 

• Currently offered:

• TS Epidemiology

• Mainly for students supervised by Eva as main supervisor

• 6 scheduled dates, additionally individual meetings

• TS Epidemiology individual 

• Flexible settings and dates for individual supervisor meetings 

• Registration: phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at



Overview Epidemiology Courses WS 2023/24

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Thesis

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Thesis registration

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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• The doctoral thesis should be registered as soon as possible and latest by the end 

of the 2nd semester

• Prior steps:

• Assemble as thesis committee (see thesis registration form)

• Prepare a thesis proposal (also termed work plan) under supervision

• Defend the thesis proposal in front of the thesis committee

• Get program Coordinator’s approval for the thesis proposal 

• Senior supervisor:

• In case the supervisor is a ‘junior supervisor’ an additional senior supervisor needs to 

be appointed; he/she may also be one of the two committee members. 



Thesis registration form (1/4) 

Center for Public Health
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• https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/filea

dmin/content/serviceeinrichtungen/studi

enabteilung/studium/PhD/pdf/UN790_Th

esis_Registration.pdf

• Details regarding PhD candidate 

• Working title

• Thematic program 

• Supervisor, institution and OEL

• Funding

• Signatures: OEL, supervisor 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/fileadmin/content/serviceeinrichtungen/studienabteilung/studium/PhD/pdf/UN790_Thesis_Registration.pdf


Thesis registration form (2/4) 

Center for Public Health
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• Thesis committee:

• includes 1 supervisor, max. 1 

committee member from the same 

organizational unit, at least 1 member 

from outside the organizational unit 

• (venia docendi or equivalent)

• Responsibilities:

• Mentoring and potential conflict 

resolution

• Yearly committee meetings 

(=progress report meeting), relevant 

form must be submitted to the 

department of student affairs

• Signatures: committee, senior 

supervisor, program coordinator 



Thesis registration form (3/4) 

Center for Public Health
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• Selection of propedeutics should be 

discussed with the supervisor

• Reminder: 

• 2 compulsory courses

• Candidates with a medical degree 

should not attend the medical 

propedeutics, candidates with a 

non-medical degree have to take at 

least one of the medical 

propedeutics

• Signatures: supervisor,  doctoral 

candidate, program coordinator



Thesis registration form (4/4) 

Center for Public Health
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• Supervisor declaration

• Signatures: supervisor, doctoral 

candidate  



Thesis Proposal (work plan)

Center for Public Health
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• Follow the instructions in the form

• Check to fulfill all formality requirements

• Send word file (editable) to phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at

mailto:phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at


Thesis Proposal (work plan)

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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• https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/fileadmin/content/serviceeinrichtungen/studienabteilung/studiu

m/PhD/FormulareOktober2019/UN790_ThesisProposal_01_2020.pdf



Thesis Proposal (work plan)

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Summary thesis registration to-do’s 

Center for Public Health
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• Prepare thesis registration from

• Obtain signatures from 

• Supervisor(s)

• OEL (leader of the organizational unit)

• 2 thesis committee members 

• Prepare and defend the thesis proposal 

• Obtain program coordinator approval for the thesis proposal

• Obtain program coordinator signatures à send to phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at

1) signed copy of the thesis registration from

2) copy of the final thesis proposal 

• Submit the signed documents to the Department of Student Affairs together with proof of 

funding 

• Documents will finally be reviewed and approved by the MUV (Deputy) Curriculum Director 

mailto:phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at


Progress report meeting

Center for Public Health
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• At least once a year your progress should 

be discussed in a joint meeting of the 

thesis committee 

• The respective form should be filled out, 

signed and sent to the Department of 

Student Affairs 



Thesis criteria

53Center for Public Health
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Source (accessed September 2023)
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-program-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/rules/



Formal thesis requirements 

Center for Public Health
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• Thesis – Compilation:

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web

/studierende/mein-

studium/doctoral-programme-of-

applied-medical-science/doctoral-

thesis/doctoral-thesis-compilation/

• Thesis – Submission 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web

/studierende/mein-

studium/doctoral-programme-of-

applied-medical-science-un-790-

202/doctoral-thesis/doctoral-thesis-

submission/

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science/doctoral-thesis/doctoral-thesis-compilation/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/doctoral-thesis/doctoral-thesis-submission/


Formal thesis requirements 

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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• Thesis – Compilation:

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web

/studierende/mein-

studium/doctoral-programme-of-

applied-medical-science/doctoral-

thesis/doctoral-thesis-compilation/

• Thesis – Submission 

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web

/studierende/mein-

studium/doctoral-programme-of-

applied-medical-science-un-790-

202/doctoral-thesis/doctoral-thesis-

submission/

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science/doctoral-thesis/doctoral-thesis-compilation/
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-programme-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/doctoral-thesis/doctoral-thesis-submission/


Thesis evaluation

56Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 

Source (accessed September 2023)
https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-program-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-
202/rules/



Thesis defense (doctoral viva)

Center for Public Health
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• After positive reviewer statements are obtained and examination board is 
nominated (1 chairperson + 2 further examiners) and a date for the defense is 

fixed 

• Public lecture comprising 

• the doctoral thesis including current knowledge relevant for the respective scientific 
problem

• the thematic field encompassing the thesis topic

• In English

• Duration: 

• Approx. 20 min lecture 

• Approx. 30 min discussion 



Miscellaneous
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Supervisor Status 

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 
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Criteria for Junior Supervisors UN790

Center for Public Health

Department of Epidemiology 

• https://intranet.meduniwien.ac.at/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=5366&token=68d296ef3a5c08f5d0b070dd9ea608

42b5f1d350&filetype=pdf&filename=Leitfaden_SupervisorInnen_Bewerbung_DE_Updated_082022.pdf



Criteria for Senior Supervisors UN790

61Center for Public Health
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• https://intranet.meduniwien.ac.at/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=5366&token=68d296ef3a5c08f5d0b070dd9ea608

42b5f1d350&filetype=pdf&filename=Leitfaden_SupervisorInnen_Bewerbung_DE_Updated_082022.pdf



Supervisor application 
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Department of Epidemiology 

62

• https://intranet.meduniwien.ac.at/index.php?eID=dumpFile&t=f&f=5366&token=68d296ef3a5c08f5d0b070dd9ea608

42b5f1d350&filetype=pdf&filename=Leitfaden_SupervisorInnen_Bewerbung_DE_Updated_082022.pdf



Switch to UN094 – PhD program
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• https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-program-of-applied-medical-
science-un-790-202/rules/

https://www.meduniwien.ac.at/web/studierende/mein-studium/doctoral-program-of-applied-medical-science-un-790-202/rules/


How to get in touch

Center for Public Health
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UN790 Epidemiology

program coordinator:  Univ.-Prof.in Mag.aDr.in Eva Schernhammer, Dr

program administrator : Gudrun Stock-Baumgarnter, MBA

Contact: phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at

Curriculum director of MUV doctoral programs: 

Univ. Prof. Dr. Stefan Böhm

contact: stefan.boehm@meduniwien.ac.at

Department of Student Affairs: 

Mag. Dieter Breitenbaum

Vesna Dominkovic, Bakk.

contact: phd@meduniwien.ac.at

mailto:phd-epidemiology@meduniwien.ac.at
mailto:Stefan.boehm@meduniwien.ac.at
mailto:phd@meduniwien.ac.at

